
The four main reasons why Britain wanted an empire were: 
 
1. to get valuable raw materials and riches (such as diamonds, gold, spices, sugar and tea) that were found in 
other countries 
2. so it could sell goods to the people in the colonies and make money 
3. to become a more powerful country and strengthen their position in the world 
4. because some people thought it was the right thing to do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


