
What do you think this is?



Scold’s Bridle
Used by husbands on their 
wives to stop them 
nagging!



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Key Vocabulary:
Execution
Deterrent

How did the Tudors deal with crime?



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Discuss: What is the worst crime you can think of 
and what should the punishment be? 2 Minutes



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Task: Fill in the blanks in this statement

There were no _ _ _ _ _ _ during the Tudor times. However,  
_ _ _ _ were harsh and wrongdoing was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
punished. In Tudor and Medieval times the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ were very, very cruel. People believed if a criminal’s 
punishment was _ _ _ _ _ and painful enough, the act 
would not be repeated and others would be _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
from crime as well. A public _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ was an event 
not to be missed and people would queue through the 
night to get the best places.

Police
Laws

PunishmentsSeverelyDetered

Execution Harsh



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Task: You have been made a Tudor Judge, your job 
is to try and match the punishments to the crimes.



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Task: Answers



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

WARNING: 

Some of the following Tudor 
punishments are quite extreme!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3usxel3lK04

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3usxel3lK04


Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

TASK:
On your sheet (linked next to this lesson’s link) 
will have a list of Tudor punishments. Your job 
is to give each punishment a score from 1-5 
for their effectiveness as a deterrent.

1 – no deterrent at all, pointless

5 – Amazing deterrent, would stop anyone 
committing a crime!



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

The Rack



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Beheading



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Arrested



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Ducking 
Stool



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Thumb 
Screws



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Rat Torture



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Crushing



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Judas 
Cradle



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Spanish Boot



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Scavenger’s 
Daughter



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Stocks and Pillory



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Spanish 
Donkey



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Dealing with 
Vagabonds



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Ordeal by 
water



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Ordeal by 
Fire





Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Hanging



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Burning
(Cleansing)



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Gibbet



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Boiled



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Left to die in prison



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

Hanged, Drawn, Quartered



Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

How many crimes or punishments can you find?



Step / skill focus:
Knowledge

Significance

Aim: To understand how the Tudor government dealt with crimes and punishments.

When I worked in Tudor England some of the punishments I gave out were...

I enjoyed / hated this because...

The reason someone was given this punishment was because they...

The Tudor’s did have some horrific new punishments like...

Which was where / when…

Task: Pretend you are an executioner. Write a diary entry, or a report 
about the punishments you have given from Medieval and Tudor 
times. Describe what you did for the punishment and if you can, say 
what the crime was.


