
What impact did the British Empire have on the world?



The good, the bad and the Ugly?

The British Empire was a huge force in the world for a very long time with its impact still 
being felt today! Some people argue that it was a bad thing and we should tear down 
statues of slave traders, some argue that it was a great thing as the Empire spread culture 
and education around the world. Recently there have been voices in government who 
believe as a nation we’ve become anti British by talking about our history with a certain 
negative lense. Many are somewhere in between and acknowledge bad things happened 
as well as the positive side. Prominent historian David Olusoga believes that we should, as 
a nation, essentially own our past and our role in some of history’s darkest periods by 
facing up to it, not shying away from it in some historical cleansing.

Summarise this paragraph in answering the following question..

Why is studying the British Empire so controversial?



In June 2020, demonstrators in Bristol pulled down a statue of Edward Colston, a major 
trader in enslaved Africans, and threw it into the harbour. When he died in 1721, he left 
a lot of money to charities and good causes – and a statue of him was put up in 1895. 
Many people argue that it isn’t right that he should be celebrated with a statue because 
he made his fortune through human suffering.

What do you think?



What is an Empire and how does a country get one?

An empire is a collection of communities, regions, territories, states or even countries 
that are ruled over and controlled by one leader or ‘mother country’. The areas 
controlled by the ‘mother country’ are usually called colonies. The ‘mother country’ 
then makes many (or sometimes all) of the key decisions to do with the places it rules 
over, often regardless of what the locals might want.

Why might a country want an Empire?

How might a country get build an Empire?



So, why should we study the British Empire?

Of the world’s 203 nation states today, 63 were once ruled by Britain. About 20 others 
were briefly occupied by Britain. So, around a third of the world’s nations experienced 
British rule or influence at one point or another. The British made an impact on these 
places, which experienced huge social, economic and political changes as a result. What 
the British Empire left behind is something that should be questioned, discussed, and 
debated. 

The history of the British Empire helps us make sense of other things too. It helps us 
uncover answers to interesting questions – such as why English is spoken in so many 
countries, and why Britain is such a multicultural society. 

The consequences of the empire are still felt widely and debated today. When the British 
took control of places, they often drew up new borders that split the local people into new 
countries and regions. In some areas, this caused huge problems at the time – and even 
today, these changes still cause conflict, particularly the way the British divided up India
in 1947. 



What do you think is going on in this 
picture?

An artist’s impression of Ho–ne Heke 
and other Ma–ori chopping down the 
British flagpole. 

Does this suggest that the Ma-ori 
were happy with the British Empire?



When a country extends its power, influence and control over other countries and areas 
of land, it is known as ‘imperialism’. Britain began to extend its power, influence and 
control over other countries at the end of the Elizabethan period in the 16th Century. So, 
why did Britain want an empire? And how did it get it? 

Read your information sheet carefully.

In your books match up interpretations 
A-D with one of the reasons why 
Britain wanted an Empire.

You should use a quote from each to 
prove how they link or match up

Why did Britain want an Empire?, in 
your own words, you need to use AT 
LEAST one example from each of the 
boxes on your sheet



Stick this map into your books and label as many of the countries in 
grey as you can

How big was the British Empire?



How big was the British Empire?

Canada

Caribbean

South Africa

Australia

India

The UK

African 
Nations

New Zealand



The Sun Never Sets on the British Empire… 

Write this statement and say what you think it means?



In the 17th Century, Britain set up _ _ colonies in America and 
some trading posts in _ _ _ _ _. They could easily fight 
untrained _ _ _ _ _ _ _. British colonies had to buy goods from _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _. The British could bring back raw materials like furs, _ 
_ _ _ _, tobacco and tea. Britain’s main rival was _ _ _ _ _ _. 
France was bigger and had a better army but they were 
involved in wars in _ _ _ _ _ _ and because Britain concentrated 
on their _ _ _ _ _ _ they took over more countries. 

Sugar / Empire / natives / Europe / Britain / 
13 / India / France


