
Key dates of the Slave Trade
1562

1863



1562 The slave trade unofficially begins. 

1619 Slave trade officially begins. First ship full of Africans 
bought as slaves arrives in Virginia.

1699 Eight in every 10 people living in the Caribbean are African 
slaves.

1730 Britain is the biggest slave trading country. 
From 1690 to 1807, 2.8 million slaves were moved.

1737 Bristol is the biggest slave port in England. There are 37 
journeys made every year.
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1760 First and biggest protest against the slave trade. A slave called Tacky led a 
protest against the treatment of slaves on sugar plantations. Hundreds of 
slaves attacked the plantations setting crops and sugar alight. In the end Tacky 
was captured and beheaded.

1787 Group called Abolition of the Slave trade formed. This group did all it 
could to try and put an end to the slave trade. 

1788 A law comes into place restricting the number of slaves on a ship. 

1792 The British Government agrees in principle that slave trade should end.

1807 The end of the slave trade. Anyone found transporting slaves was fined 
£100 - a lot of money at the time - for every slave. However the slave trade 
continued until 1833

1863 Emancipation Proclamation – Abraham Lincoln said that all slaves should 
be freed forever
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Eventually, despite the incredible profits of the Slave Trade, many people started to protest. 
Britain is to be rightly proud as the first country to make slavery illegal.

Is this enough? Should there be compensation?



Key abolitionists:
You’re about to meet 4 key abolitionists who fought for the abolition of Slavery in the UK.

Your job will be to summarise the information about them and pick out their key action.

It is important to be concise in your summaries, these should include dates.

You’ll have to answer some questions about each man too…



Key abolitionists:

Granville Sharp 
(1735 - 1813)

As chairman of the Committee to Abolish the Slave 
Trade, Sharp was the oldest and most experienced of 
the members. He had spoken out against slavery long 
before it was a popular cause. He worked closely with 
Wilberforce and Clarkson and personally put pressure 
on the Prime Minister

He came from a wealthy and deeply religious Yorkshire 
family. He wrote lots of leaflets against slavery. He 
fought in court for the safety of fugitive slaves in 
Britain.

He won a historic court case 1771, which forbade 
owners with black servants in Britain from deporting 
them back to slavery in the West Indies.

How did Sharp try to influence key people?

What was he famous for doing in court and what 
significant achievement did Sharp have in 1771?



Key abolitionists: Olaudah Equiano was one of the most famous 
black campaigners in the anti-slavery campaign. He 
was an ex-slave who, by the 1780s, lived as a free 
man in London. 

He is mostly remembered for his 1789 
autobiography. It tells of his kidnap in Nigeria, his 
being sold into slavery, his journey to the West 
Indies, his life as a slave and his struggle to buy his 
freedom. Although not the first account of slavery 
from an African point of view, his book became the 
most popular and widely read.

Olaudah Equiano 
(1745 - 1797)

What did Equiano do in 1789 that made him famous?

Describe Equiano’s story

What was Equiano’s importance in our knowledge of the Slave Trade?





Key abolitionists: Thomas Clarkson was one of the most famous eighteenth-century anti-
slavery campaigners. he was a churchman who had had a passionate 
interest in the abolition of the slave trade since his time at Cambridge 
University. 

In 1787, he helped form the first Abolitionist Committee. He was a 
crucial person to the anti-slavery campaign because of his hardwork, 
his hatred of injustice and skills of persuasion for witnesses. He was 
also a bit of a ‘hot head’.

He travelled hundreds of miles to interview people involved in the slave 
trade. He talked to ships' captains and crew, doctors, ex-seamen, 
merchants and traders for evidence. This was sometimes at great 
personal risk but he was able to persuade some of them to be 
witnesses. He also collected equipment found on slave ships.

A school in Wisbech is named after him in his memory.

Thomas Clarkson
 (1760 - 1846)

Why did Clarkson get involved in the Anti Slavery movement?

How did Clarkson help the Abolition movement?



Key abolitionists:

William Wilberforce 
(1759 - 1833)

William Wilberforce was an MP in Parliament and was wealthy. He 
was recruited by Thomas Clarkson, because he had connections 
with other powerful MPs and the Prime Minister. 

He made his first speech in Parliament against slavery in 1789 and 
made a great impression. However, a mixture of external events 
(including the slave rebellion in Haiti in 1791 and war with France) 
and poor tactics prevented his abolition law being passed in the 
House of Commons in 1791. 

A similar law put forward in April 1792 was passed by MPs only 
after it was amended and allowed a 'gradual' abolition of the slave 
trade.

During the period of 1792-1805 when England was at war with 
France, support for the abolitionist campaign collapsed. In 1807, 
after a long, emotional debate, the Abolition Act was finally passed.

What was Wilberforce’s job and how did this and his “connections” help?

What reasons were there for the Abolition Act NOT being passed until 1807?

What was the main condition for the Abolition Act being passed


