
Trench Warfare: What was it really like?

Aim:

To show your understanding of 
trench conditions



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/greatwar/g3/worksheet/video.htm

Tunic of Harold Cope!

1. Pick some of these videos and make notes on what 
you can learn about life in the trenches

2. What can you learn 
about the Battle of the 
Somme from the links 
below?

https://www.iwm.org

.uk/collections/item/

object/1060008206

https://www.iwm.org.uk/hist

ory/what-was-the-battle-of-

the-somme

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/greatwar/g3/worksheet/video.htm
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1060008206
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-battle-of-the-somme


The
Battle

Of
The

Somme

1st July 1916



‘Lions led by donkeys’?



The Battle of the Somme
While you watch 
this clip I would 
like you to think 
about:
1. What was the 

aim for the 
Battle of the 
Somme?

2. Why did it fail?
3. Find at least 10 

key facts on the 
Battle of the 
Somme

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PcPanwH

zZ8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PcPanwHzZ8


Questions 

• What is meant by the phrase ‘Lions led by 

donkeys’? 

• Who is the individual who has come in for 

particular criticism? 



Question

• What does source B suggest about the expectations of 

General Haig before the Battle of the Somme?

• What does Source C say that soldiers were told about the 

Battle of the Somme? 

• Why do you think there is a difference between the 

messages of the two sources? 

• Which of the two sources do you think is a more reliable 

in showing the opinion of the Generals and why?  



What do sources I, 

I and N suggest 

about World War 

One Generals?  

What point 

do you think 

the cartoon 

in Source I 

is trying to 

make about 

First World 

War 

Generals? 



Source G

“We had heavy losses in men and 

material. As a result of the Somme we 

were completely exhausted on the 

Western Front.” 

This is a quotation taken from the 

autobiography of the German General 

Erich Ludendorff, My war Memories 1914-

18

Questions 

• What is the main argument that Haig 

was a failure as a General made in 

Source O?

• According to sources G and M why 

was it a good idea to fight the Battle of 

the Somme?


