
Did the 
big cities 

get 
better? 



Social society: 
The Class System



The Social Pyramid

Draw this social pyramid into your 
book and draw or list the kinds of 
jobs you think each class might do

Most people understood where they ‘fitted’ into society in the late 1700s and 1800s. The 
whole system resembled a pyramid, with the rich, upper classes at the top looking down 
on everyone, and the less wealth, working classes at the bottom. 

Educational opportunities were also related to class.
What might this mean for a poor person?



Educational opportunities for different classes

Tasks

Describe how the education for 
the classes differed.

why you think that education for 
the different classes is different.   

The term middle class was used 
from around the mid 1700’s to 
describe people who weren’t 
‘upper class’ or ‘working class’. 
The middle classes were 
professional and business people 
including doctors, teachers and 
bank managers.

Add these jobs to your diagram if 
you didn’t pick them



Where do the different classes live? 

Tasks 
Describe where the different classes live.

Explain why you think that the middle and upper 
middle classes live in the outer suburbs of towns 
and cities. 

Explain why you think that the workers live in 
the town centre and the inner suburbs.   

Your class often determined the part of 
town you lived in. Poorer people tended to 
live in the centre of towns of cities (close 
to factories) while the better-off middle 
classes lived further out.

As you left the overcrowded town, houses 
would become larger and occupants 
would be wealthier. These ‘posher’ areas 
were known as the suburbs



Food 
Describe how the diet of the working class was 
different to that of the middle class? 



Explain at least two ways in which the life of a working 
class person was different from the life of an upper class 
person during the Industrial Period.


