
Renaissance c1500-1700

Rebirth: 

The age of Enlightenment & Challenge



Attitudes
• Seeking 

answers and 
improvements

• Respect for 
tradition

Communication
• Printing Press
• Royal Society

• Vesalius – Anatomy
• Harvey – Physiology
• Sydenham - Observation

Science & Technology

• Printing Press
• Royal Society
• Microscope

Institutions
• Government
• The Church

Individuals



“By 1700 people were no healthier and did not live any longer than those in the 
middle ages”.

What can you infer from this statement?

Spot the difference in the structure of  society in the 
Renaissance period…



None of  this was overnight… It was made possible due to this new Renaissance attitude. It 
did of  course take time for everyone to adopt it, some people liked continuity.



What major event took place in the Middle Ages that might have made people 
at the very least, begin questioning the church?

Following the Black Death of  
1348, survivors were paid 
higher wages because 
employers had to attract 
workers. Some people spent 
this extra money on educating 
their children which in time 
triggered the Renaissance –
“Knowledge is power”

Describe how and 
why attitudes are 
beginning to change 
and what impact do 
you think this will 
have on medicine in 
this period?





Improvements: Art

Medieval art was:
•Two dimensional

•Not very life-like

•Not very realistic

•Out of scale

Renaissance Art 

was:
•Three dimensional

•Very detailed

•To scale

•Life like

How might this help medicine?



Anatomically correct drawings:

Artists, such as Leonardo Da Vinci were able to 
work with anatomists, to produce more realistic 
illustrations. They were also able to produce 
accurate drawings for medical textbooks.



Improvements: Technology – Printing press

In the 1450s the printing press was 
introduced to Europe.

During the Renaissance, there was 
massive improvements in literacy, 
more people than ever could read 
and write which meant new ideas 
could spread more quickly

For the first time books could be 
mass produced at a more affordable 
price. It became a realistic 
proposition to write a book for others 
to learn from. It was also possible to 
reproduce accurate pictures

Before then books had to be hand 
written and drawn, by monks usually.Invented by Johannes Gutenberg, 

a German goldsmith

How might this help medicine?... Link Printing Press to Art



Challenge to the church

• A love of  learning
• Interested in the old classical 

scholars
• Human beings can make up their 

own minds when it comes to 
discovering the truth of  the world

What might this come into conflict with?

• Humanists rejected the 
Christian view that God is 
responsible for everything

• They needed to now figure out 
an alternative explanation

More experimentation began during 
the 17th Century, partly due to the 
lessening of  Church authority in 
everyday life. As well as the 
challenging of  Galen thanks to 
Vesalius. New ideas were starting to 
gain more support.

Look at the information on this page – write a PEE paragraph on how attitudes changing 
might help progress in medicine in this period.



Causes:
Read the above information and DESCRIBE attitudes in the 
Renaissance period. Include in your description the words 

CHANGE and CONTINUITY



How significant:

Rank these 
discoveries in an 
order of 
significance –
Explain your 
reasons



Copy this diagram and summarise the small 
paragraph in your own words

Why was there little progress in medicine during the Renaissance period?



How significant:

Rank the ideas in an order of significance – Explain your reasons


