
The Religious 
Settlement:
What was Elizabeth’s new religion and how 
could it please everybody?



What can we remember about Tudor Religion from Yr7 and so far 
this year?…



Religious Rollercoaster

Henry VIII makes 
himself head of Church 
of England, bible in 
English, services 
remain in Latin

England is 
slightly more 
Protestant

Edward VI 
makes England 

VERY 
Protestant

Destroyed Church decorations, 
make services English introduced a 
new prayer book! Catholics are 
very angry (and scared)

’Bloody’ Mary I 
returns England to 
Catholicism, killing 
Protestants on the 
fire!

Elizabeth 
becomes queen 
and she is a 
Protestant

However, she tries 
to have a 
compromise in her 
England pleasing 
both Catholics & 
Protestants…

Her Catholic 
cousin, Mary 

Queen of Scots is 
watching carefully 
though… She will 

pop up later...

1547

1553

1558

1530s

VERY Catholic

Middle Way



CHRISTIANITY

Catholicism: The old religion. 
All of Western Europe had 

been Christian since Roman 
times.

Protestantism: The New 
religion. Created in the 16th 

Century to Protest against the 
Catholic corruption

Puritanism: 
EXTREME 
version of 

Protestantism

Moderate: 
Most 

Protestants

Roman 
Catholic: 

Strict version 
of Catholicism

Moderate: 
Most 

Catholics



Who is this and what has he 
got to do with religion?  



Henry VIII
• Famously had 6 wives

• Wanted a divorce but was not given one 
from the Pope (who was Catholic)

• This changed the whole of England’s 
religion to protestant allowing Henry to 
divorce Catherine of Aragon and marry 
Anne Boleyn.  



Spem in Alium (Psalm 40)

Spem in alium numquam 

habui praetor in te 

Deus Israel 

Qui irasceris 

Et propitius eris 

Et omnia peccata hominum

In tribulatione dimittis 

Domine Deus 

Creator coeli et terra 

Respice humilitatem nostram 

I have never put my hope 

in any other but in you

God of Israel

Who will be angry

And yet become again gracious

And who forgives all the sins of

suffering man

Lord God

Creator of Heaven and Earth

Look upon our lowliness 

What problems might the people have with this?

Why would this have been better?
Catholic

Protestant



What is this an example of and what was the purpose? Think of Yr7



Describe what you see?



Describe what you see?



Stick your images into your book and annotate 
around what you think the numbers represent



Stick your images into your book and annotate 
around what you think the numbers represent



The Church Service: Mass is a critical part of the Church service and beliefs…



Catholic Mass: TRANSUBSTANTIATION



Catholic Mass:

CONSUBSTANTIATION



From what we can remember about 
religion in Tudor England, read these 
carefully and decide if you think they 
are Catholic or Protestant…

Roman Catholic

Protestant



Let’s check the answers…



What was England like in 1558?

90% Catholic

10% Protestant / Puritan



Elizabeth’s Religious 
Settlement:

We now have the job of helping Elizabeth create her new religion. 
Remember she is more moderate than her brother and sister and 
wants to try and please everyone, if possible…

In pairs, come up with some ideas for Elizabeth’s new 
religion that might be a good compromise…
Remember back to the Catholic and Protestant Churches



Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement:

It was vital that Elizabeth could find a MIDDLE GROUND in 
religion. There had to be a form of Protestantism that the 
Catholics could accept.



Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement, the new Church of England…

Read through what Elizabeth actually 
came up with and decide if they…

Pleased Catholics

Pleased Protestants

Pleased both
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