
How has the fight against Lung Cancer developed in the 21st Century?



Lung cancer is the second most common cancer in the UK. It mainly affects people over 
the age of 40. 

85% of people with lung cancer smoke or have smoked. It is only more recently where 
there is little doubt as to the connection where this number is starting to fall.



How have Science and Technology helped in DIAGNOSIS?

Lung cancer is hard to treat because usually, by the time it is found, its already too late. Lots 
of people often mistake their symptoms for something else. Previously, in the 20th Century, 
lung cancer was diagnosed using an x-ray – looking for a tumour. This wasn’t ideal as there 
are often other things in the body that could be mistaken for a tumour, like an abscess. 
Furthermore, the x-rays just weren’t detailed enough.



Diagnosing Cancer today:

Copy this diagram as it is 
revealed



Quick Questions:

1. Identify and describe the most common cause of lung cancer
2. Explain why lung cancer is difficult to treat
3. How is science and technology helping in the diagnosis of lung cancer



How have Science and Technology helped in TREATING lung cancer?

If lung cancer is diagnosed early enough, doctors can perform an operation to remove the 
tumour and affected part of the lung. This can range from a small part of the lung to the 
whole lung.

Lung cancer patents are now likely to be treated using a mixture of surgery, radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy. For example:

1. Surgery to remove the tumour
2. Chemotherapy or radiotherapy to tackle any remaining cancerous cells



Copy this diagram for TREATMENT



How are the British government trying to prevent lung cancer?

The government was slow to respond to the evidence that smoking was linked to lung cancer. 
Smoking related deaths cost the NHS a huge amount, but they made more money from tax 
on the sale of cigarettes. Many UK jobs depended on the tobacco industry too!

There are questions also on whether the government should be able to take away a person’s 
freedom to smoke!!

However, as time went on, it became clear, the death rate was too high!









Quick Questions:

1. How is science and technology helping in the treatment of lung cancer?
2. How have the government tried to ENCOURAGE smokers to quit?
3. How have the government tried to PREVENT people from becoming smokers?
4. How have the government tried to protect non-smokers from the dangers of second-

hand smoke


