
What did Elizabeth I ACTUALLY look like?

Thinking back to last lesson, the Elizabeth 

choices game, we talked about how 

important image was to Elizabeth, especially 

as she was a woman and nobody wanted a 

woman on the throne. (Remember the 

trouble Henry VIII went to to get a son!



“She had a chain of rubies and pearls about her neck.  On her head 
she had a garland of the same material and beneath it a reddish wig.  
As for her face, it is very aged.  It is long and thin, and her teeth 
are very yellow and unequal, compared to what they once were, so 
they say.  On the left side there are less than on the right.  Many of 
them are missing so that one cannot understand her when she speaks 
quickly”.

The French Ambassador speaking about Elizabeth 

Carefully and neatly, draw the image you have in your 

mind from this description of the Queen



What did Elizabeth ACTUALLY look like?

We’re going to look at some of Elizabeth’s more famous 

images and talk about the messaging in some of them. 

Annotate around your images what each of them represent 

to you? What was Elizabeth I trying to present?



“I know I have but the body of a 

weak and feeble woman; but I have 

the heart of a king, and of a king of 

England, too.”

Elizabeth I





67 yrs old..???

What do you think 

the eyes and ears on 

her dress represent?



Elizabeth defeated the Spanish 

in 1588, what do you think she 

is trying to show in this 

painting?



On the sheet 

provided, you need 

to design your own 

King or Queen and 

like Elizabeth, 

include certain 

imagery that you are 

trying to present 

about your King or 

Queen.

You should also 

explain why you 

chose certain 

images.

Pelican: Motherly love 

for her people, 

especially in hard times

Phoenix: Strong and 

lives forever, reborn 

from bad times

Ermine: Pure white, 

standing for purity and 

innocence

Pearls: Purity and 

virgintiy

Moon & stars: War and 

defender of her country

Serpent: 

Wisdom & 

knowledge

Eyes and 

Ears: All 

seeing and 

All 

hearing

Weapon: Symbolising 

warrior / fighter

Open book: 

Symbolising clever / 

smart

Globe: World 

power / 

conquering
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