On November the 5th every year many people take part in
celebrations on ‘Bonfire night’ Maybe you have wrapped up warm,
watched fireworks and stood around a bonfire. Perhaps you have
even see a ‘guy’ put on the fire.
Task
Why do we do this?
What are we ‘celebrating’?
and should we be celebrating it at all?

Remember, remember the fifth of November,
Gunpowder, treason and plot…
I know of no reason,
Why the gunpowder treason,
Should ever be forgot.
Guy Fawkes, Guy Fawkes,
T’was his intent,
To blow up the King and Parliament,
Three score barrels of powder below,
To prove old England’s overthrow,
By God’s providence he was catch’d,
With a dark lantern and burning match.

What really happened on 5th November 1605, and why?

James I was Protestant, the Catholics were optimistic that they would be treated
better than they had been under previous monarchs. Roller Coaster Recap
However they were soon disappointed for the following reasons…

• James was a devout protestant.
• James failed to end the fines for non-attendance at
church, and instead increased them.
• James publicly declared his utter ‘detestation of Catholics.’
• James told Catholic priests to leave England or face
execution

Catholics were furious… some were prepared to
go to extremes…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMLHau_rBJ8
As we watch the following clip, try to answer as many of the questions on your sheet as
possible. Don’t worry if you miss something, between us, we’ll fill it in.

The Plot
Every year, the king or queen officially opened Parliament and most of the powerful people in
the country would go to watch. In 1605, this ceremony was due to take place on 5th
November. The plan, led by Catesby was to kill the king, seize his daughter Elizabeth and
place her on the throne to be helped by Catholic advisers.

What went wrong?
On 26th October a mysterious letter arrived at Lord Monteagle’s house, it contained a
warning not to go to Parliament. This letter was taken to the king and the plot was
uncovered!

“I would advise you… to devise some excuse to shift your attendance
at the Parliament… they shall receive a terrible blow this Parliament
and yet they shall not see who hurts them”

LEADER

In the early hours of 5 November, the cellars were searched a tall, brown haired man was
found hanging around. He said his name was John Johnson and that he worked for Thomas
Percy.

What do you
think about this
signature?

He was brought before the king but refused to answer any questions. He was then taken to
the Tower of London and tortured finally admitting his name was Guido Fawkes. After 6
more days of torture he gave up the other plotters.

The punishment
Following a shoot out between the kings men and the plotters where Catesby and Percy were
killed by the same bullet, the rest were given a quick trial found guilty of treason and were
sentenced to death.
They were dragged through the streets of London, hanged drawn and quartered. Their
corpses were then cut up and put on display around the country as a warning against future
plotting.
Why did James order
such a severe public
response?
Do you think the
Catholics would have
plotted against James
anyway or was James
responsible?

In the back of your books – Quick Quiz
Who were the main leaders of the plot (x 3)?
John Wright, Thomas Percy, Guy Fawkes, Robert Catesby, Tresham, Thomas &
Robert Winter, Christopher and John Wright
What date was it planned for?
5th November 1605
How many barrels of gunpowder were there?
36
How many plotters?
13
How was the plot foiled?
Tresham sent a letter to Lord Monteagle saying not to turn up on 5th Nov.
Where was the plot planning to blow up?
Parliament (Gunpowder underneath the House of Lords)

Was the gunpowder plot actually a government led conspiracy?

For hundred of years people believed the official government story. However in recent
years many historians have found this story difficult to believe. It has been argued that
Robert Cecil encouraged or started the plot. Cecil was a Protestant who wanted to make
Catholics even more unpopular. So was it a government or Catholic conspiracy?
Conspiracy – a secret plan to do something unlawful
What was the official version of events?
In 1603 James I came to the throne after his cousin’s
death (Elizabeth I). James passed a number of laws
against Catholics.
A small group of Catholics decide they wanted James
dead, hoping England would be better for them under
a different monarch.
The group was made up of the devout Catholics,
Robert Catesby as their leader, the Wright Brothers,
Thomas Percy and Guido/Guy Fawkes.
Robert Cecil, the king’s chief adviser

What was the official version of events?
The plotters planned that whilst James was opening
parliament, which is done every year, they would detonate
explosives killing James.
Once this had happened they planned to seize his daughter,
Elizabeth, and place her on the throne under their influence.
However, the plan soon fell apart.
On 26th October 1605 a letter was received by Lord Monteagle
warning him not to go to parliament as it would be too
dangerous. Monteagle took the letter to the King’s chief
minster, Robert Cecil, who took it took it to the king.
Just after midnight on the 5th November the cellars of
parliament were searched. Finding a man with a watch,
matches and lighter in his pockets. He said his name was John
Johnson, after 2 days of torture he gave his real name, another
2 he revealed the ploy and another 6 days he named his fellow
plotters.

What was the official version of events?
When the other plotters realised their plans
had failed they fled to Holbeach House. There
was a shoot out between the king’s troops and
the plotters, Catesby and Percy were killed the
others were arrested for treason.
After a quick trial, the survivors including Guy
Fawkes were sentenced to death. They were
dragged through the stresses, hung until nearly
dead, cut down, cut open, and their insides
pulled out and burned in front of them. Their
corpse were cut up and pieces were put in
display around the county.
So, are we all happy with what ‘happened’
during the Gun Powder Plot?...

You will find a copy of this history mystery page next to this lesson link in the year 8 section
of our website, and will need to decide whether or not you think the plotters were framed
by the government to make Catholics look bad or whether it was a genuine plot…
We’ll work through a few ideas together first…

Column 1
Sum up what the evidence says
Cellar rented to Thomas by a friend
of Cecil’s. This friend died suddenly
on the 5th NOV.

You need to think really hard
here. What happened on the
5th Nov.?
What is suspicious?

Column 2
How does this suggest that the
plotters were framed?

Remember the two parts for your evidence – column 1 = summarise the evidence, what
does it tell you, and column 2 = how does it suggest the plotters were framed?

Why are they missing?

Why did they wait a week?

Why might he have
been poisoned?

Now over to you, looking at the remaining evidence, you need to come up with a really
good conclusion…

The evidence suggests that
the government arranged
the plot because they
wanted to catch Catholics
trying to blow up
Parliament. They may have
wanted to do this because
…. (what did the
government gain from the
plot?)
There is evidence to suggest
this is true because…

The evidence suggests that
the gunpowder plot was
led by Catholics without
government involvement.
The Catholics wanted to kill
James because…
There is evidence to
suggest this is true because
…

