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This document (credit to creator) is incredible and will prove VERY useful in your revision. Take the 
time to go through the events and consider how they could be exam questions… 

 
 
 

 
1945 

YALTA 
CONFERENCE 

The “Big Three” met to sort out what would happen to Europe after the end of 
the War. Problems arose immediately about the control of Eastern Europe. 
Stalin did eventually agree to the principle of “free elections” in Eastern Europe. 
Agreements were also made that divided Germany and Berlin into four sectors 
own jointly by the major powers, Britain, France, the USA and the USSR.  

RACE FOR BERLIN Despite the assurances given at the Yalta Conference, all the powers new that 
the first to get to Berlin would be in a much better bargaining position and 
would be seen as the country that won WW2. The more land you could grab 
before the collapse of Germany, the more power you would have after the war. 

END OF WW2 Germany unconditionally surrendered in May 1945. The war in Europe had 
been a very costly one- the USSR had lost millions of soldiers and civilians, as 
well as having thousands of towns and cities destroyed. The USA had suffered 
many losses in the final year of the war, as well as thousands of losses in the 
war in the Pacific. The two great powers posed for staged photographs in Berlin 
showing when the “allies” met. These photos failed to show that the USSR had 
reached Berlin first! 

POTSDAM 
CONFERENCE 

The “Big Three” had changed – Roosevelt had died and was replaced with 
Truman, and Churchill lost the election during the conference and was 
replaced with Atlee. Stalin began to feel that he was not being shown the 
respect he deserved, especially by Truman, who attempted to intimidate Stalin 
with the news of the successful Atomic Bomb test in the USA. The conference 
ended hastily so that Truman could employ his new weapon. 

HIROSHIMA AND 
NAGASAKI 

“Little Boy” bomb dropped on Hiroshima on 6th August 1945 had a capacity of 
12,500 Tons of TNT– killed 70,000 people within 2 seconds. 
“Fat Man” bomb dropped on Nagasaki on 9th August had a capacity of 25,000 
Tons of TNT – killed 50,000 people within 2 seconds. Japan unconditionally 
surrendered on the 14th August 

DIVISION OF 
GERMANY 

Both Germany and Berlin were divided unequally, with the USSR getting a 
greater share than any of the other powers. However, the Western powers 
were determined that Berlin would still be divided also. This meant that there 
was a pocket of Capitalism within the USSR controlled East Germany. Berlin 
soon became the stage on which the Cold War would be fought. 



GRADUAL 
TAKEOVER OF 
EASTERN EUROPE 

a. Albania (1945) – the Communists took power after the war without 
opposition 

b. Bulgaria (1945) – a left-wing coalition gained power in 1945; the 
Communists then executed the leaders of all the other parties. 

c. Poland (1947) – a coalition government took power in 1945, but the 
Communists forced the non-Communist leaders into exile. 

d. Hungary (1947) – Hungary was invaded by the Russians, and in 1945 the 
allies agreed that Russian troops should stay there. Rakosi got control of the 
police, and started to arrest his opponents. He set up a sinister and brutal 
secret police unit, the AVH. Soon Rakosi had complete control over Hungary 

e. Romania (1945–1947) – a left-wing coalition was elected in 1945; the 
Communists gradually took over control. 

f. Czechoslovakia (1945–48) – a left-wing coalition was elected in 1945.   In 
1948, the Communists banned all other parties and killed their leaders. 

g. East Germany (1949) – the Russian turned their zone of Germany into the 
German Democratic republic in 1949. 

1946 
IRON CURTAIN 
SPEECH 

Churchill made a simple yet important observation of the new situation in 
Europe in Foulton, Missouri:  

“An iron curtain has descended across the continent. Behind that line lie 
all the capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe… and 
all are subject in one form or another, not only to Soviet influence, but to 
a very high and increasing measure of control from Moscow.” 

 This event is seen by some as the official beginning of the Cold War. Stalin 
called this speech a “call to arms”! 

KENNAN’S LONG 
TELEGRAM 

This was an analysis of the foreign policy of the USSR and its possible future 
actions. It stated that the Soviet leadership were suspicious and aggressive 
and that there must be no compromises with the USSR. Only a hard-line 
approach would be effective in containing Communism. The Telegram proved 
to be the basis for the Truman Doctrine. 

1947 
TRUMAN 
DOCTRINE 

Pledged $400 million to help Greece and Turkey due to the fact that Britain was 
no longer in a position to do so. Attempt to stave off Communism. First example 
of an active US policy to combat threat of Communism in Europe. 

1948 

MARSHALL PLAN Huge pledge of money to help countries that wish to stave off Communism. 
More than $13 billion was given to a vast number of European countries 
including Britain, France and West Germany. The USA made sure that all 
countries who took aid were now also major trading partners of the USA! 

COMINFORM This was the USSR’s reaction to the Truman Doctrine – it was an organisation 
that was set up to “co-ordinate” Communist groups and parties across Europe. 

BERLIN BLOCKADE In June 1948, Stalin severed all road, rail and canal links with West Berlin in an 
attempt to stop the increasing revival of Germany under the leadership of the 
USA in particular. The USA saw this as the first stage of an attack on West 
Germany. The Allies responded with constant airlifts of supplies into West 
Berlin for over 11 months. Despite constant shortages, the city was able to 
survive due to the 2 million tons of supplies dropped (at great cost to the 
USA). By May 1949 Stalin was forced to concede defeat and he lifted the 



blockade. The West had clearly shown that they will not be intimidated by Stalin 
and that they were prepared to keep West Berlin at all costs. 

1949 
COMECON This was the USSR’s reaction to the Marshall Plan – it provided economic 

assistance to the countries of Eastern Europe. 

EAST AND WEST 
GERMANY 

Germany is split up. In May 1949, America, Britain and France united their zones 
into the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany or FDR). In October 1949, 
Stalin set up the German Democratic Republic (East Germany or GDR). 

NATO The Berlin crisis had illustrated the fact that the West needed a more centrally 
co-ordinated approach to the threat of Communist expansion. This established 
military cooperation in the event of war, and included countries such as 
Britain, France, Canada and Belgium as well as many smaller Western European 
nations. 

USSR GET THE A-
BOMB 

The USSR secretly tested their first A-Bomb a full six years earlier than the USA 
had expected them to. The radiation was detected, and thus the power balance 
of the Cold War had now dramatically been shifted. 

1952 

USA DETONATE H-
BOMB 

The Arms Race was taken to a new level with the development of the H-Bomb. 
It was in excess of 450 times more powerful than the bomb dropped on 
Nagasaki. The “Operation Ivy” bomb yielded 10.4 Megatons. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
DETONATE THEIR 
FIRST ATOMIC 
BOMB 

Operation Hurricane was detonated between the Montebello Islands 
approximately 50 km off Western Australia. The test was a copy of the “Fat 
Man” bomb dropped on Nagasaki and produced a yield of 25 kilotons. 

1953 
DEATH OF STALIN The death of Stalin threw the whole of Russia into mourning. Despite his violent 

and oppressive characteristics, he was genuinely very popular and was often 
regarded as being the reason why Russia had become arguably the greatest 
power in the world and had been able to win WW2. Across the world, his death 
signalled a new optimism for the Cold War, and coupled with the appointment 
of Eisenhower as the new US President, many believed that the tensions of the 
Cold War could now begin to lessen and that negotiations, such as those over 
Korea, could now replace the threats and suspicions. 
The death of Stalin did however cause a further rift between the USSR and 
China. Chairman Mao now assumed he should be the natural leader of the 
Communist World. The Russians did not agree. 

USSR DETONATE 
H-BOMB 

The USSR’s first H-Bomb (Joe-4) was not really a huge event, as it was nowhere 
near the size of the USA’s H-Bomb in terms of yield. However, again the political 
implications were far-reaching. The USA had believed that the USSR were at 
least 5 years behind technologically, but they had managed to catch up within 
just nine months. The nuclear superiority that the USA had just established was 
once again nullified. 

1955 

WARSAW PACT This was essentially the USSR’s response to NATO, although this was more of a 
forced agreement that coordinated the defences of the soviet bloc under the 
control of the Soviet Union. NATO agreed to a West German Army of ½ million 
men. The Warsaw Pact was a reaction to this. The Pact made its members even 
more reliant upon the USSR for military aid in the event of an attack from 
outside or within. 
 



GENEVA SUMMIT Both Eisenhower and Khrushchev personally attended the conference but 
achieved very little. They disagreed over the future of Germany and its 
neutrality, whether NATO and the Warsaw Pact could be dismantled and about 
whether both sides could have an “open-skies” agreement whereby spy planes 
would be allowed to fly over each other’s territory in order to verify arms 
agreements. Although the summit had essentially failed, it still established 
hopes for future agreement 

1956 
KHRUSHCHEV’S 
SECRET SPEECH 

In 1956, Khrushchev made a “secret” speech denouncing Stalinism and the cult 
of the individual. It pointed out in clear terms how dictatorial the regime of 
Stalin was, and exactly how he purged the Communist Party of any possible 
threats using illegal methods, including torture in the late 1930s. The speech 
seemed to herald a new era in the Communist Party. People began to believe 
that the Soviet Union would no longer be as oppressive. This led to the Polish 
Uprising. 

HUNGARIAN 
UPRISING 

A spontaneous uprising by students in Budapest began after witnessing the 
success that fellow students in Poland had earlier that year. The crowds were 
protesting the harsh Communist dictatorship under the presumed leadership of 
Imre Nagy. However, Nagy misunderstood the mood of the crowd when he 
referred to them as “Comrades”. Soon the rebellion got out of hand, and the 
Russian army was sent in to control the situation. At the first attempt, they left 
it up to Nagy to organise the stabilisation of the country. Nagy then betrayed 
the USSR, withdrawing from the Warsaw Pact and appealing to the West for 
recognition and help. At this point, the USSR sent the army back to Hungary to 
suppress the revolt once and for all. They sent in 200,000 men and 4000 tanks 
against the Hungarian population who were armed only with basic rifles and 
Molotov cocktails. 3000 Hungarians were killed, and Nagy was later executed. 

1957 

LAUNCH OF 
SPUTNIK 

Though seemingly insignificant by modern standards, Sputnik was a satellite 
that was only 22 cm in diameter. All it did was send a continuous “beep” back to 
Earth, and yet it was a major political triumph for the USSR. As the historian 
Harold Evans has stated “It suggested that Communism had mastered the 
universe” One month later, the USSR launched Sputnik II which also carried 
Laika the dog successfully into space. One month after this, the US made their 
first satellite launch that reached a grand height of 2 metres of the ground! 

1958 

KHRUSHCHEV 
VISITS USA 

After the visit that Vice-President Nixon made to the USSR, Khrushchev 
returned the favour in late 1958. The visit was a resounding success, and 
Khrushchev even posed for photos eating a hotdog!  

1959 

CUBAN 
REVOLUTION 

Led by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara, the Cuban Revolution disposed of the 
dictatorial regime of Fulgencio Batista who had been in control of the country 
since 1933. On 1st January Batista fled the country and Castro formed a new 
government. Castro wished to make Cuba independent of US control, and over 
the next two years introduced various reforms that reduced US influence. These 
included confiscating the telephone system, oil refineries and other US owned 
industries as well as confiscating and nationalising land.  
 
 
 



1960 

U2 SPY PLANE 
SHOT DOWN 

Though spying was an integral part of the Cold War it was very dangerous. To 
combat this, the USA had developed a spy plane, the U2, which was able to fly 
above the reach of Soviet missiles and planes, and thus should have been able 
to fly and spy safely. Gary Powers was flying a mission across the USSR when his 
plane was shot down. This was a significant political victory for Khrushchev, who 
was able to highlight the sneaky and underhand elements of the USA. It was 
particularly important as it was just before the two powers were due to meet 
at a peace conference in Paris. Khrushchev was furious at the blatant rudeness 
and betrayal that the USA had shown, remarking “Why shit where you are about 
to eat?!” Khrushchev stormed out of the conference, and the prospects for the 
Cold War looked increasingly grim. 

PARIS SUMMIT Khrushchev refused to take part in the talks unless the Americans apologise and 
cancel all future spy-flights.   Eisenhower agreed to cancel the spy-flights, but 
would not apologise – so Khrushchev went home. 

FRANCE 
DETONATES THEIR 
FIRST NUCLEAR 
BOMB 

It was exploded in Algeria and had quite a high yield (especially for a first test) 
of 60-70 kilotons. 

1961 
BAY OF PIGS 
FIASCO 

In response to the Cuban Revolution, JFK supported an invasion of Cuba by anti-
Castro supporters. The invasion was manned by fewer than 1500 Cuban exiles 
who were supported by the FBI. The government were hopeful that the 
invasions would lead to a popular uprising against Castro, however they were 
greatly mistaken. The invasion failed miserably and was a huge political 
embarrassment for Kennedy and the USA. To add insult to injury, the USA was 
forced to pay $53 million compensation to Cuba to have the captured invaders 
returned. 

BERLIN WALL West Berlin had constantly been the thorn in the USSR’s side, and by 1961, they 
had lost millions of workers across the borders. Khrushchev had to stop West 
Berlin from undermining the control and power of the USSR. To do so, a wall 
would be built that surrounded the whole of West Berlin. Work began hastily 
late on a Saturday night in August. People woke up to see a divided Berlin 
separated by barbed wire and wooden fences that spanned 127.5 miles and 
were guarded by armed soldiers. The operation was effectively presented as a 
fait accompli to the USA, as they did not find out until it was too late. Within a 
short while, the wall was built up to a height of over three metres with 
intermittently positioned gun towers. Though obviously an embarrassing 
situation to be in, the wall did stop the flood of refugees escaping to the West, 
although about 5000 people risked their lives escaping over, through or under 
the wall. 191 people died in the process. 

SUPERPOWER 
TENSION 
 

Tensions had grown up between Russia’s assertive ‘peaceful competition’ and 
Kennedy’s promise to be tough on Russia – including the space race, the arms 
race and nuclear testing, American funding of anti-Communists in Vietnam and 
Laos, the failed Vienna summit and the Berlin Wall. 
 

1962 

NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS 
TESTING 

In this year there were 138 nuclear tests, including more than 90 tests by the 
USA and more than 30 by the USSR. 



CUBAN MISSILE 
CRISIS 

This is often considered to have been the most dangerous and tense moment in 
the whole of the Cold War. The relationship between the USA and Cuba had 
deteriorated so much that they had looked to the USSR for help. In return for 
trade, the USSR was placing nuclear warheads and missiles on Cuba, only 60 
miles away from mainland USA, meaning 90% of the USA was within range of 
the missiles that would take only 5 minutes to reach them. This would then 
negate the missiles that the USA had secretly placed in Turkey, a country with 
a land border with the USSR, and even up the nuclear monopoly that the USA 
had secretly gained. 
 
U2 flights over Cuba on 16th October had clearly shown that missiles were 
being placed on Cuba. The US now had various options, including an invasion of 
Cuba, a direct air-strike and a blockade. They spent 6 days deliberating over the 
options, and Kennedy himself is reported to have gone from one option to 
another. His initial reaction was to order a strategic strike, however by the end 
of this process he chose a blockade which was announced publicly on 22nd 
October. If any ships entered the “quarantine zone” around Cuba action would 
be taken. US forces were placed on high alert to level DEFCON 3. 54 bombers 
each with four nuclear warheads were on standby, 150 intercontinental missiles 
aimed at the USSR were armed and nuclear Polaris submarines were put to sea.  
 
On 23rd October Khrushchev ordered his ships bound for Cuba not to stop under 
any circumstances. On 24th October, US forces were put on DEFCON 2. On 26th 
October Kennedy received a letter from Khrushchev which was an offer: the 
USSR will remove the missiles if the USA promised not to invade Cuba.  
 
By the 27th October, tensions were at their peak. Cuban forces shot down a U2 
Spy Plane and Khrushchev sent another letter to Kennedy making the same 
offer as before but now adding the removal of missiles from Turkey as an extra 
condition. Kennedy accepted this offer, as long as the removal of the US 
missiles from Turkey remained secret. At 10.25 am the Soviet ships stopped and 
turned away. As Dean Rusk remarked “We’re eyeball to eyeball and I think the 
other fellow just blinked!” That night Khrushchev went on television and 
announced that the USSR would remove its missiles from Cuba to “protect 
world peace”. 
 
The Cuban Missile Crisis had many significant consequences: 

1. Cuba had now been established as a Communist country that was still a 
serious threat to Central and Latin America. The USA now had a thorn in 
their side. 

2. The USA had gained a great political success, and Kennedy was seen as 
having removed the potential danger of Soviet nuclear warheads from 
“America’s own backyard”. 

3. Khrushchev had negotiated the removal of US missiles from Turkey as 
part of the agreement, and Cuba had remained Communist. However, 
the USSR never forgave Khrushchev for “backing down”, and this was 
instrumental in his dismissal from the post of Soviet leader in 1964. 

4. Despite the use of brinkmanship both leaders showed restraint during 
the crisis. Both leaders recognised the need for improved 
communication between the superpowers. A “hot line” telephone link 



was established between Moscow and Washington allowing the two 
leaders to speak directly. 

1963 
“ICH BIN EIN 
BERLINER!” 

This speech is considered one of Kennedy's best, and a notable moment of the 
Cold War. It was a great morale boost for West Berliners, who lived in an 
enclave deep inside East Germany and feared a possible East German 
occupation. However, “Ich bin ein Berliner” also means “I am a jelly 
doughnut”!!! 

JFK ASSASSINATED JFK was shot dead in the Presidential Motorcade on Elm Street, Dallas. His 
assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, was arrested and shot whilst in custody two days 
later. Lyndon Johnson assumes the Presidency. 

LIMITED TEST BAN 
TREATY 
 
 

The United States, Soviet Union, and Great Britain sign the Limited Test Ban 
Treaty, which bans atmospheric nuclear tests in hopes of slowing the arms race 
and protecting against nuclear fallout. 

1964 

LEONID 
BREZHNEV RULES 

Leonid Brezhnev replaces Nikita Khrushchev as First Secretary of the Communist 
Party. Brezhnev will rule the Soviet Union until 1982. 

1965 

VIETNAM WAR US begins bombing of Vietnam; by 1966 400,000 US troops are in the country. 
1968 

CRUSHING OF 
PRAGUE SPRING 
IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

The Prague Spring was a period of political liberalization in Czechoslovakia. It 
began on 5 January, when reformist Slovak Alexander Dubček came to power, 
and continued until 21 August when the Soviet Union and members of its 
Warsaw Pact allies invaded the country to halt the reform. 200,000 Warsaw 
Pact troops and 2,000 tanks invaded. During the attack, 72 Czechs and Slovaks 
were killed, 266 severely wounded and another 436 were lightly injured. The 
invasion was followed by a wave of emigration, unseen before, which stopped 
shortly after. An estimated 70,000 fled immediately, and the total eventually 
reached 300,000. 

NIXON ELECTED 
PRESIDENT 

In November 1968, Nixon was elected as the new President and immediately 
began his commitment of ending the war in Vietnam through “Vietnamisation” 
and “Peace with Honour”. 

1970 

WILLY BRANDT’S 
OSTPOLITIK 

• August: USSR-FRG (West Germany) Treaty in Moscow: both recognise each 
others territories and agree to only peaceful methods of border change. 
• December: Warsaw Treaty between FRG and Poland: both recognise each 
others territories, agree to only peaceful Methods of border change and 
increased trade. 

1971 

OSTPOLITIK Four Power Treaty on Berlin between US, UK, France and USSR over access 
from West Berlin to FRG and relation of West Berlin to FRG. 

1972 

SALT I TREATY 
SIGNED 
(STRATEGIC ARMS 
LIMITATIONS 
TALKS). 

After two and a half years of negotiation, the first round of SALT was brought to 
a conclusion on May 26, 1972, when President Nixon and General Secretary 
Brezhnev signed the ABM Treaty and the Interim Agreement on strategic 
offensive arms. 



BASIC TREATY West and East Germany sign the Basic Treaty, accepting the existence of each 
other as separate states. As a result of the treaty, the FRG and the GDR became 
members of the UN in June 1973. 

1974 

OSTPOLITIK June: Prague Treaty between FRG and Czechoslovakia. The two States 
recognized each other diplomatically and declared the 1938 Munich 
Agreements to be null and void - by acknowledging the inviolability of their 
common borders and abandoning all territorial claims. 

1975 

HELSINKI Signed between US, Canada and 33 European States including Russia: states the 
‘inviolability’ of frontiers, gives principles for state peaceful interaction, co-
operation in economics and science as well as humanitarian issues – 3 baskets. 

APOLLO-SOYUZ 
LINK UP IN SPACE 

In an event broadcast live on global television two Soviet cosmonauts entered 
the Apollo spacecraft and shook hands with the waiting US astronauts. 

1976 

CARTER ELECTED 
AS NEW US 
PRESIDENT 

Carter continued Ford's work of repairing America after the Watergate scandal 
that terminated the Nixon presidency. By 1980 the economy had taken a turn 
for the worse and inflation was rampant. Hostilities in Afghanistan destroyed 
most of his work on SALT II nuclear arms limitation treaty. And daily pictures of 
Americas being held hostage in Iran contributed to his defeat in 1980, by 
Republican Ronald Reagan's landslide victory. 

1979 

THATCHER 
ELECTED AS 
BRITISH PM 

The “Iron Lady” would be a strong ally of Reagan and would be a staunch Anti-
Communist. 

SHAH OF IRAN 
OVERTHROWN; 
IRANIAN 
HOSTAGE CRISIS 

This was the final nail in Jimmy Carter’s coffin. Islamic militants occupied the US 
embassy in Teheran and held the 444 US diplomats and their families hostage. 
Carter refused to negotiate with the militants. The hostages were not released 
until January 1981. 

SOVIET FORCES 
INVADE 
AFGHANISTAN 

Afghanistan was viewed by Moscow as an important buffer state. Soviet troops 
were sent in to support the government against the Islamic Mujahedeen. By 
1982, the Mujahedeen controlled 75% of Afghanistan and the weaknesses of 
the Russian army started to show up. Army boots lasted no more than 10 days 
before falling to bits in the harsh environment of the Afghanistan mountains. 
Many Russian soldiers deserted to the Mujahedeen. Russian tanks were of little 
use in the mountain passes. America put a ban on the export of grain to Russia, 
ended the SALT talks taking place then and boycotted the Olympic Games due 
to be held in Moscow in 1980. 

1980 
POLISH 
SOLIDARITY 

Martial law used in Poland to crush Lech Walesa’s Solidarity movement. 

REAGAN ELECTED 
AS NEW US 
PRESIDENT 

Reagan won the election, carrying 44 states with 489 electoral votes to 49 
electoral votes for Carter. Reagan pursued policies that reflected his personal 
belief in individual freedom, brought changes domestically, both to the U.S. 
economy and military, and contributed to the end of the Cold War.  



1983 

“STAR WARS” or 
the STRATEGIC 
DEFENCE 
INITIATIVE (SDI) 

Announcement of the US ‘Strategic Defence Initiative’ or ‘Star Wars’. This 
involves a space-based defence system. Reagan’s hard-line Cold War politics 
continues with Pershing and Cruise missiles being placed in West Europe. 

1985 

GORBACHEV Konstantin Chernenko died at the age of 73 after less than a year in power. 
Gorbachev was the first leader of the USSR to have been born after the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. At the comparatively young age of 54, he represented a 
new era in Soviet politics. He tried to reform the stagnating Party and the state 
economy by introducing glasnost ("openness" that encouraged the USSR 
population to put forward new ideas and show initiative) and  perestroika 
("restructuring" of the economy that involved a measure of private enterprise 
to promote production, efficiency and higher quality goods). 

GENEVA SUMMIT Little was decided at the meeting, but it was important in establishing a 
personal rapport between the two leaders. 

1986 

REYKAVIK 
SUMMIT 

October: USSR-USA summit at Reykjavik. Gorbachev proposed phasing out 
nuclear weapons in exchange for the withdrawal of America’s SDI programme. 
Reagan was not prepared to put SDI on the negotiating table. The summit 
therefore produces no real result, but was still referred to as a success. 

1987 

WASHINGTON 
SUMMIT 

December: USSR-US summit at Washington: US and USSR agree to remove 
medium range missiles from Europe under the Intermediate Nuclear Forces 
agreement (INF). It was the first time that the superpowers had agreed to arms 
reduction rather than arms control. 

1988 
MOSCOW 
SUMMIT 

Reagan and Gorbachev signed agreements on the more complex details of the 
INF treaty (Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty). 

GEORGE H BUSH 
ELECTED 

Reagan’s previous Vice-President wins by a landslide 80% of the electoral vote. 
However, each state was very closely fought and in many states, Bush’s victory 
came down to just a few percent. 

1989 

COMMUNISM 
FALLS IN POLAND  

August: In Poland, the communists entered into round-table talks with a 
reinvigorated Solidarity. As a result, Poland held its first competitive elections 
since before World War II, and in 1989, Solidarity formed the first non-
communist government within the Soviet bloc since 1948. 

COMMUNISM 
FALLS IN 
HUNGARY 

In Hungary, the communist government initiated reforms in 1989 that led to the 
sanctioning of a multiparty system and competitive elections. 

FALL OF THE 
BERLIN WALL 

Inspired by their neighbours' reforms, east Germans took to the streets in the summer 
and fall of 1989 to call for reforms, including freedom to visit West Berlin and West 
Germany. Moscow's refusal to use military force to buoy the regime of East German 
leader Erich Honecker led to his replacement and the initiation of political reforms, 
leading up to the fateful decision to open the border crossings on the night of 
November 9, 1989. That night, the Berlin Wall--the most potent symbol of the Cold 
War division of Europe--came down. Earlier that day, the communist authorities of the 
German Democratic Republic had announced the removal of travel restrictions to 
democratic West Berlin. Thousands of East Germans streamed into the West, and in 
the course of the night, celebrants on both sides of the wall tore it down. 



COMMUNISM 
FALLS IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

November: In Czechoslovakia, the Velvet Revolution saw a peaceful handover 
of power that installed dissident Vaclav Havel as the new President. 

COMMUNISM 
FALLS IN 
ROMANIA, 
BULGARIA & 
ALBANIA 

In Romania, the communist regime of hardliner Nicolae Ceausescu was 
overthrown by popular protest and force of arms in December 1989. Soon, the 
communist parties of Bulgaria and Albania also ceded power. 

MALTA SUMMIT Gorbachev and Bush established a good working relationship. No new 
agreements were made, but both leaders declared that the Cold War was over 

1990 

GERMAN 
REUNIFICATION 

March: Free multi-party elections were held in East Germany and people voted 
to speed up the re-unification process with West Germany. On July 1, 1990, an 
economic, monetary and social union between East and West Germany was 
formed, and all restrictions concerning travels were dropped. On October 3, 
1990, less than a year after the collapse of the Berlin Wall, reunification of the 
two Germanys was a fact. 

1991 

COMMUNISM 
FALLS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION 

With the Eastern Bloc free of the Soviet Union, the Soviet empire itself began to 
crumble. In April, Georgia voted to secede from the USSR while Moscow 
eventually recognised the independence of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, its 
Baltic republics. Following the failed coup attempt against leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in August, the Soviet Union began to fully disintegrate. Within days 
of the coup’s demise, Ukraine declared independence followed by the Soviet 
Union’s Central Asian republics. On 8th December, the Soviet Union ceased to 
exist. 

 


