
Why did King 

Philip II send the 

Spanish 

Armada?



What do you remember from recent weeks?



What was the Spanish Armada?

•  A Spanish Naval Fleet which sailed against England.

•  It set sail in 1588, by order of King Philip II.

•  It was very large, 130 ships in total.

•  Aims:

1. To sail to France and transport an army across the 

Channel to England.

2. To invade England and overthrow Elizabeth I.



What do we already know about 

Philip and Spain?



What do you know about Phillip II of Spain?

What do we already know?

He had been 

married to 

Elizabeth’s half 

sister- Mary I

As husband of 

Mary, he had 

been king of 

England (by 

marriage).

He was a 

devoted Catholic 

and wanted to 

save the world 

from Protestants

He asked 

Elizabeth to marry 

him shortly after 

Mary’s death-

Elizabeth refused.

Spain was one 

of the most 

powerful 

countries in the 

world.



Which of these do you think 

are the most important causes

Rank them 1 = most important 

Down to 

5 = least important



BackgroundHow important do you think this was?



He wanted to be king of England again.

He wanted to stop the English attacking Spanish ships.

He wanted to stop the English interfering in the Netherlands.

He wanted England to be Catholic.

Elizabeth refused to marry him.

He wanted England’s wealth and land.

She wanted to help the Dutch Protestants.

She wanted to make money raiding Spanish ships.

She wanted an empire.

She had no choice, Phillip attacked her.

She wanted to protect the Protestant religion.

Rank these reasons for the war, then write which was the most important cause in your opinion and why!



What might these pictures be related to? (Think about causes)
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