
Spanish Armada - 1588
England (Protestant) Vs. Spain (Catholic)



In 1588, Spain, the most powerful country in the 

world decided to go to war with England.

The Spanish Armada

Spain launched a fleet of 130 ships.  The largest 

the world had ever seen.

Why?



Elizabeth refused to marry King Philip II of Spain.

Elizabeth encouraged Pirates to attack Spanish ships.

Elizabeth helped the Dutch to fight Spain.

Recap: Why did Spain launch the Armada?

Mary Queen of Scots was executed by Elizabeth.



Summarise Philip’s plan for the Spanish Armada?

Oh and God will helps as well, of course!

The Enterprise of England!

The Duke of Medina Sidonia was put in 
charge of the Spanish Armada! He had no 
experience and suffered from sea 
sickness!

“My plan is simple, I will build 130 ships, 2431 
guns and 30,000 soldiers. I will sail along the 
English Channel to the Netherlands, pick up Parma 
and 27000 more soldiers and sail to Kent, then on 
to London. Once in London, we will depose of 
Elizabeth and bring Catholicism back to England”



Battle of Gravelines – where it all went wrong for Spain
The Armada sailed in a near perfect 

CRESCENT formation that would engulf 

anything inside it.

What would you do as an English captain?

The English sent 8 empty fire ships into the Armada’s 

crescent formation causing havoc and scattering the 

Spanish ships out of formation.

By the time it regrouped at the Battle of Gravelines, the 
Armada was fighting without the support of Palma’s 

ships from the Netherlands

Up against faster, more mobile ships with faster 

cannon fire the Armada was defeated and 

scattered by the winds – Elizabeth had won! 

Most ships were destroyed by the weather as 

they escaped around Britain



What does 

this painting 

represent?



1) Paragraph 1:

Why was the Armada sent by King Philip of Spain?

2) Paragraph 2:

Why did the Spanish Armada fail?

- English Tactics (Fire ships / (technology) cannons)

- Spanish Tactics (leadership)

- Weather

Spanish Armada Extended Writing

3) Paragraph 3:

What was the most important reason for the failure

of the Armada and WHY?

This led to..

As a result..

Consequently..

Due to..

Therefore..

Although..

Despite this..

More important than..

Because...

Had [x] not happened

then…



Para 1 – Why was the Armada 
sent?

Para 2 – Why did the Armada 
lose?

Para 3 – in your opinion what 
was the main reason they lost?

1) Religion – Catholicism v 

Protestantism

2) Mary Queen of Scots 

‘beheaded’

3) Bloody Mary  
4) Spanish ships attacked by 

English

5) Dutch being helped by 

English

1) Weather 

2) Fire ships 

3) Lack of preparation

4) Seasick and inexperienced 

Spanish commander!
5) Weapons – Spanish Cannon 

Balls and English ‘Rail’ guns!

1) Over to you….
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