
We’ve now looked in 
detail at the work of 
the Evacuation Chain 
and the RAMC / FANY, 
but now we need to 
consider the 
environment and 
terrain that would 
play a significant part 
in movement along 
the chain of 
evacuation.



• Constant shelling and the type of 
terrain that the soldiers were fighting 
on left the landscape full of craters and 
holes destroying many roads

• This led to problems transporting 
injured men away from the frontline

• Before the war this region had been 
used as farmland, using fertiliser which 
meant there was lots of bacteria in the 
soil leading to infected wounds

What can you learn 
about transporting 

troops from Source E? 
(CONTENT)

Stretcher Bearers:



• Men who were injured on the 
Western Front needed to be 
moved away in stages, as soon 
as they were stable enough.

• Stretcher Bearers like Edward 
Munro would carry away the 
large numbers of wounded 
from the frontline (day and 
night) exposing themselves to 
shelling and gunfire

• Further away from the frontline 
it was possible to carry out 
more advanced medical 
procedures and provide some 
protection from shelling

• The faster they could be treated 
the more likely they would 
survive

Describe what is happening in Source F

• How could a historian use this source for an enquiry into the 
problems faced by stretcher bearers?

• What other sources would be helpful in considering the 
work and problems faced by stretcher bearers

Stretcher Bearers:



• When the BEF was sent to France in 
August 1914, it was decided not to 
send any motor ambulances with them 
– a mistake!

• Instead they relied on horse drawn 
ambulances

• Men who were transported in these 
wagons were shaken about, which 
made their injuries worse

• Soldiers were left to die or be captured
due to lack of suitable transport

• When news of this reached Britain, the 
Times newspaper ran a public appeal 
for donations, in 3 weeks they raised 
enough for 512 ambulance wagons 
which really helped in transporting the 
wounded and not making them worse

Horse drawn wagons / ambulances

What issues or problems might this lead to?

Remember Passchendaele? What issues 
would this cause?

Motor vehicles still couldn't operate in 
the muddy terrain, so horse-drawn 
wagons continued to be used 
throughout the war, often up to 6 
horses in particularly bad conditions

What else might be used for transport…



NOPCAT analyse Source G

Remember strengths and 
weaknesses



Train, Barges and Ships

• Wounded men might be transported by train or 
canal in the final stage of their evacuation to 
the Base Hospital. 

• The RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps) had to 
initially use French goods trains. 

• The first ambulance train arrived in November 
1914.

• Some trains even contained operating theatres.



Train, Barges and Ships

• There was concern that there were too many 
wounded being moved on the railways was 
affecting the war effort due to the sheer 
number of trains on the rail network

• As a result they moved to using barges (canal) 
to the Base hospitals

• Although it was slow, it was comfortable
• Some wounded went straight on the ships 

home to Britain



What can you learn from 
Source F about the 

ambulance trains and the 
difficulties faced by the 

medics?



Train, Barges and Ships

NOPCAT Source G, paying 
particular attention to the 
CONTENT and CONTEXT



If you haven’t already, add the transport to your evacuation chain sheets.

Stretcher Bearers / 
Field Ambulance 

RAP (Regimental Stretcher Bearers)
ADS (RAMC Stretcher Bearers)

Horse drawn 
ambulances

CCS / Base Hospitals

Motor ambulances CCS / Base Hospitals

Canal barges Base Hospitals

Ambulance Trains Base Hospitals

Hospital ships Hospital back in Britain



Think about the types of sources you’ve seen in this section – Make a table with the 
following headings:

Example of source Strengths weaknesses

Fill in this table using all of the sources in this presentation


