Early Challenges to the
Weimar Republic
Aim: To understand the political spectrum (Left & Right)

Democracy Vs. Dictatorship

Political definitions:
A ‘democracy’ is a type of political system that is ran
by it’s citizens or elected representatives. In a
democratic society, all it’s citizens are equal and free.
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Extreme Left wanted:
• Control by the people
• An end to capitalism
• An end to private ownership of
land and business, instead owned
by the workers
• Cooperation with foreign nations
Main left wing party in 1919: KPD

Extreme Right wanted:
A return to a strong government
A strong army
A powerful leader (Monarch)
Capitalism (private ownership of
land and business
• Traditional family values
• Law and order
•
•
•
•

Main right wing party in 1919: DNVP

Thinking about Proportional Representation, if the moderate centre parties had 45% of the
votes, the extreme L&R parties had 20%, the rest split with smaller parties, what problems
would this cause for Ebert trying to run the country?

Interpretation 2
From Nazism and War by Richard Bessel, published in
2004

The Social Democratic politicians, into whose
lap the German government fell in 1918, didn't
have widespread support. Instead, they faced a
bitter, suffering population, filled with
unrealistic ideas about what peace could bring
and divided about the road ahead.

Study interpretations 1 and 2, which both describe the political situation around 1920. What
do they agree on, and what information is found in only one of the extracts?
Homework: Don’t lose these homework sheets, they will all come together at the end!
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