
How	had	people’s	living	
standards	changed	
between	1924-29?



Recap: What	was	it	like	living	in	Germany	from	1918-1923?



1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929

Draw	this	graph	on	a	new	
page	(landscape),	then	plot	
the	events	you	know	so	far…



Living	
Standards



What	is	the	
view	of	this	
interpretation?

As	we	know,	all	of	the	improvements	in	Germany	were	based	on	
making	the	recovery FRAGILE.	People	were	still	angry	and	suffering	from	lost	[																						]
and	hardships	following	1923.

Savings
US	$$$



Women	in	Weimar	
Germany	1924-29

Create	a	mind	map	with	the	following	information



Women:
Ebert’s	new	government	in	1918	
believed	women	should	have	the	vote	
as	they	worked	hard	during	the	war	
and	proved	themselves.		Women	could	
also	stand	for	elections.

The	Weimar	Constitution	said:
• Women	had	equal	rights	with	men
• Marriage	was	an	equal	partnership
• Women	should	be	able	to	enter	all	

professions	and	be	equal	to	men

112	women	had	been	elected	by	1932	
(10%)

Politics



Women:
WWI	ended	with	75%	of	women	in	work,	by	1925	this	went	down	to	36%.
Some	women	were	not	actually	treated	as	the	Constitution	said…

Key	Facts:
• Women	were	paid	33%	less	than	men	in	the	same	job
• Expected	to	give	up	work	when	they	got	married
• Few	women	were	in	high	status	jobs	by	1933,	eg only	36	female	judges

Trade	Unions	strongly	opposed	women	being	paid	the	same	and	especially	
hated	‘double	earners’.

Work

I	think	women’s	lives	had	not	improved
The	main	evidence	for	my	opinion	is…
Further	evidence	for	my	opinion	is…



Women:
It	wasn’t	all	bad	though…

Key	Facts:
• The	booming	retail	and	service	sectors	produced	plenty	of	part	time	jobs	in	

shops	and	offices
• There	was	much	progress	in	liberal	professions	like	education	and	medicine	

– female	doctors	rose	from	2,500	to	5,000	between	1925	and	1932

112	women	had	been	elected	by	1932	(10%)

Work

On	the	contrary	I	think	women’s	lives	had	improved…	
The	main	evidence	for	my	opinion	is…
Further	evidence	for	my	opinion	is…



Women:Work
• In	conclusion,	I	believe	women’s	lives	had	…	(give	a	scale	here)	
• The	main	evidence	for	my	conclusion	is…
• Furthermore…	
• Although,	there	were	still	some	examples	of…	



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBlB8RAJEEc

Watch	the	following	clip	and	write	down	your	
interpretation	of	‘life	in	Weimar	Germany	1924-32’



“das	ist nicht gut!”
Many	Germans,	mainly	men,	but	
some	women	worried	that	this	
new	independence	and	growing	
equality	threatened	to	change	
traditional	society	such	as	
motherhood,	family	and	good	
housekeeping…

Evidence:
• Birth	rate	fell	by	about	38%,	
many	people	felt	that	
Germany	needed	women	to	
be	mothers

• Divorce	rate	rose	by	50%,	
many	people	felt	that	
Germany	needed	women	to	
be	wives



Was	society	divided?

Some	women	felt	liberated

Some	felt	scared	by	
the	expectations

Some	men	accepted	
changing	roles	of	women

Some	men	thought	the	
changing	roles	of	women	
were	inappropriate	and	
threatened	the	role	of	men

Conservatives	and	traditionalists	
complained	loudly	that	women	
should	concentrate	on	being	
mothers	and	wives,	including	the	
clergy

Some	blamed	the	economic	
instability	in	Germany	on	women	
upsetting	the	labour	market

Some	men	encouraged	
women	playing	a	larger	

role	in	society



What	is	the	view	of	this	interpretation?

How	did	Culture	change	in	1924-29?



12	Marker





Grey Day (George Grosz, 1921) – Using expressionism

Non 
traditional 
subject and 
style

A worker

A city scene

Supports a 
monarchy

A Jew?

A 
wounded 

soldier



Venus and Adonis (Arthur Kampf, 1939)

Determined 
and 
purposeful

Muscular 
– a “real 
man”

Warlike

Of the 
countryside

Dependant

Maternal

Aryan

Traditional 
theme and 
style

A conqueror



The ‘Bauhaus’ 
movement 
represented 
modernism:

• It used materials like 
concrete and steel,
• It sought to unify ‘art 
and technology’,
• It was functional,
• It was urban.

Why did the Nazis 
hate this style of 
building?



Einstein	
Tower:

Influenced	
by	the	
Bauhaus	
movement



A triumphal arch 
designed by Hitler in 
1925 and a building 
in Berlin from the 
Nazi era.

To the Nazis buildings 
should:

• Have classical roots;
• Demonstrate the         
power of the state;
• Use traditional 
materials.



Cinema	became	popular	around	the	world	in	the	1920s,	some	Weimar		
German	films	were	very	innovative	and	funded	by	a	government	agency.	

By	1932	there	were	3,800	German	cinemas	showing	films	with	sound



Theatre
Theatre and opera had long attracted large 
audiences in Germany, but most performances were 
of classical works. In the 1920s these gave way to 
Zeittheater and Zeitoper – literally  theatre and opera 
‘of the time’. These works were set in the society of 
the time and included greater realism – the heroine 
of one opera sings an aria in the bathtub! In Erwin 
Piscator’s The Salesman of Berlin three street 
sweepers sweep away the ‘rubbish’ of the early 
1920s – a pile of paper money, a steel helmet, and 
the body of the man who had worn it. In Piscator’s 
adaptation of Jaroslav Hasek’s novel The Good 
Soldier Schweik, the hero delivers his criticisms of 
Germany as he sits on the toilet.

Cinema
This was a golden age for 
German cinema, with its 
best known director, Fritz 
Lang producing epic films 
such as Metropolis which 
was the most technically 
advanced film of the 
decade. German actress 
Marlene Dietrich became 
one of the most popular 
film stars in the world 
playing strong, mysterious 
and glamorous women.

Cabaret and nightlife
Berlin became famous for its nightlife. Alongside 
the theatres and cinemas was a vibrant nightlife 
scene with daring floor shows, risqué songs and 
naked dancing. To some this was experimental, 
to others shocking. Berlin was also famous for 
its transvestite balls, where hundreds of men in 
women’s clothes and women in men’s clothes 
danced together. Sex was discussed openly, 
and homosexuality,which had been treated as a 
taboo before the war, was – at least in Berlin –
no longer frowned upon.

Architecture
A new group of architects 
emerged called the 
Bauhaus. They designed 
anything from chairs, built-
in cupboards and cigarette 
kiosks to town halls and 
housing estates. Their aim 
was to ‘avoid decoration, 
use basic shapes and 
colours, simplicity and 
economy with space, 
materials, time and 
money.’



Homework:	Due


