Education in Nazi Germany

Aim
To evaluate the policies
and purposes of
education under the
Nazis

Nazi Aims for Education
Be obedient; idolise Hitler; be physically fit; think of Germany before
yourselves; do everything possible to make sure the German race
stays pure.
Also: for boys, be a strong fighter and for girls, have many children.
All children will attend school until the age of 14
Boys and girls will be educated separately
Church schools are now banned, all schools will be state controlled
Education is to create Nazis – Education Minister, Bernhardt Rust

For teachers & parents…
The Educational Principles of the New Germany:
What Schools and Parents Need to Know About the
Goals of National Socialist Education

All those involved in education must have a clear and unified idea of the educational
tasks before them. The four iron pillars of the national school and educational system
are: race, military training, leadership, and religion!
Race
[A young person] must know that without his people he is a miserable nothing, and that
it is better if he himself die than that his people and fatherland perish!
Military Training
It is clear that the German youth must be resolved to defend their fatherland with their
lives.
Leadership
They must learn to obey so that they, having themselves learned to obey, can believe in
and trust their own leadership and can grow to be leaders
themselves.
Religion
God and nation are the two foundations of the life of the individual and the community
… The National Socialist state will promote such a deeply religious educational system.

For teachers & parents…
As from April 1933, a law has been passed allowing teachers to be sacked if the state deems
it necessary. Education Minister Rust has already sacked 180 secondary teachers
All teachers must swear an oath to Hitler and join the National Teachers’ League. The NTL
will run political education courses for teachers setting out our Nazi ideas. We expect
200,000 teachers to attend these courses
Text books will be re-written to fit the Nazi view of history and racial purity. Mein Kampf will
become a standard text
For exceptional students, we have set up NAPOLAS, boarding schools for future leaders, they
will be taught by SA and SS leaders, there will be no religion in these schools and extra PE
Teachers will teach your children to…
• … Do the Nazi salute
• … Start and end each lesson with the children saying ‘Heil Hitler’
• Nazi posters and flags will decorate your child’s classroom

New curriculum:
Race Studies: You will be taught how to classify racial groups, the superiority of the Aryans and
how you will not marry inferior races
Maths will reflect the kind of society we believe in and prepare for military tactics
PE and sport will be doubled, this will create strong healthy workers and mothers
Boys and Girls will follow a different curriculum; Girls will focus on domestic science and
preparation for being a suitable and effective housewife

Girls’ timetable:
Lessons
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Geog

Hist
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Race Race Race
Study Study Study
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4

Recess, sports and announcements

5

Domestic science and maths

6

Eugenics and health biology

Starter activity

Copy these statements down in the back of
your books.
No Jews fought for Germany in World War One.
The Jews caused Germany’s defeat.
The Jews were the richest group of people in
Germany.
The Jews controlled big business, newspapers
and the banks.
The Jews weren’t really German.

Next activity: Maths
There are 300,000 mentally ill in care
How much do these people cost to keep in total, at a cost of 4 RM
per day.
How many marriage loans of 1000RM each could be granted
with this money.

Next activity: Maths
A plane takes off carrying 12 bombs, each weighing 10 kilos.
It bombs Warsaw, the world centre of Jews.
At take off, it had 1,500 kilos of fuel and weighed 8 tonnes.
When it returned from it’s crusade, it had 230 kilos of fuel left.
What was the weight of the aircraft?

PE lesson

History:

1) Although this is an 'History' curriculum, what were pupils actually being
taught? Support your answer with specific examples.

2) What would the Nazis want pupils to feel at the end of their 40 week course?

Bullying:
Non Aryans should expect a really tough time at school, especially Jews.
Brett, the brightest boy in the class had taken to wearing his Hitler Youth
uniform in class, I was so jealous. I was German too! He had his brown
shirt, black trousers, black neckerchief and armband. He also had a
dagger! A REAL dagger! He pulled it out regularly showing it off, it had
‘Blood and honour’ engraved on it, and Brett’s name.
Brett waved the dagger at me today saying “This is not for dirty Jews, this
is for real enemies”
Later in History, they were making a battle plan and the teacher took the
class into the barracks. I wasn’t allowed in, the teacher said “You, Hartland,
you are a Jew, Jews can’t come into army barracks” Brett hissed at me
saying “you would sell our secrets to the enemy anyway”
This one day, great news! The newspaper said, ‘No Aryan German child
will in future risk being contaminated by having to sit next to a Jew in
school’ I no longer needed to go to school!

Which of the following values and qualities do you think
the Nazis wanted to develop in young people:
Duty, honour, physical courage, endurance, gentleness,
intellect, obedience, strength, love of peace, humanity?
Why would the Nazis want young people to have these
values?

Education for death cartoon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vLrTNKk89Q&t=6s

