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Where might we find out this information?

• Born 1896
• Died 1942

• Lived in Liverpool
• A shoemaker
• Loved gardening

•Went to WWI age 17
• Lost a leg

•Was badly gassed

What questions could you ask to find out 
more about Arthur and his story?

Make a list of questions: (Use some of the prompts below)

When?... What?... Why?... How?... What happened…? Where?... What effects...? 
How significant...? Did it really?... Who?... Did they...



What is this called? Census

What we can 
find out about 

Arthur from the 
1911 Census

• Lived in 43 Roscommon St. Liverpool
• With mum and dad
• 8 brothers and sisters
• Father was a shoemaker
• Left school at 14, worked as assistant to his father



This Environment Study: 
is all about Asking Questions

Types of questions you could ask in this study:

What kinds of 
wounds did

soldiers suffer 
from?

Did surgical
techniques 

improve 
during WWI?

How were the 
injured 

moved to 
hospitals?

Did more 
soldiers suffer 
from illnesses 

than 
wounds?

Where did 
Arthur fight? 
What were 
conditions 

like?

How would 
his wounds 
have been 
treated?

How would 
he have been 
moved from 
the fighting

to a hospital?

Would he 
have been 
well cared 

for?

General:

Specific:



Think back to last lesson, 
make a list of as many 

different types of sources 
you can remember that you 

could use in this study…

For an extra challenge, put an L next to 
each source that is a LOCAL source and a N 

next to those that are National



National / Local newspapers

National Army records 
& statistics

(individuals & battles)

Government reports on 
various aspects of the war

Articles / Journals from 
surgeons, nurses and 

doctors who were there

Personal accounts (diaries, 
poetry, medical 

treatments from doctors, 
nurses and patients)

Photographs



OS= Ordinary Seaman AB = 
Able Seamen

22 June 1917 sent to 4th

reserve division

25 June 1917 
assigned to 
Royal Navy 
Volunteer 
Reserve 
(RNVR) part 
of the Royal 
Navy Division 
(RND)

18 October 1917 Joined 
Nelson Battalion of the 
RND (B.E.F)

5 April 1918 
transferred to Anson 
Battalion of RND

Enlisted 
December 
1916

DOB is incorrect, he 
was born in 1896

Arthur’s service records

What can 
we learn?



You have a copy of Arthur’s service records:

1) How many hospitals did Arthur go to 
(code is GH)

2) What can you learn happened on:
a) 7 June 1918
b) 29 August 1918
c) 19 May 1919

3) List three things you learn from this 
document about Arthur’s experiences 
and identify which part of the 
document you have used

4) What questions might this document 
be useful for? Explain why it would be 
useful

Ouch!

You’ll have to read very carefully



So… how are you feeling now about this enquiry?...

What do we now know from just a 
couple of sources:

• Arthur fought in WWI
• He was gassed and had a leg amputated
• His Service Record shows he spent time in 

several French hospitals
• Much of the fighting was done in trenches, 

it was a new different type of war
• There were high casualty rates

Own knowledge:
• Medicine was changing rapidly in the late 

19th Century and early 20th Century
• Surgery was revolutionised by the use of 

anaesthetics and antiseptics
• Blood loss was still a major problem

What might we now want to 
find out?

• What kind of conditions did 
Arthur fight in?

• What kinds of treatment 
would he have received for his 
wounds?

• Who would have treated him?
• Were his wounds (and any 

illnesses) typical of those 
suffered by soldiers or unique / 
rare?

• Did the war change and 
improve medicine in any way? 
For example did they solve the 
problem of blood loss?




