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A personal journey into World War I

1928, 10 years after WWI ended
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ARTHUR WILLIAM MANSLEY

• Born 1896, died 1942
• Lived in Liverpool
• A shoemaker
• Loved gardening
• Went to WWI at age 17, Lost a leg and was badly gassed

What questions could you ask to find out more about Arthur 
& his story??
Make a list of questions: (Use some of the prompts below)

When?... What?... Why?... How?... What happened…? Where?... What effects...? How significant...? Did it really?... 
Who?... Did they...



WHERE COULD WE LOOK TO FIND OUT MORE…?

What is this called?
Census

What we can find out about Arthur 
form the 1911 Census

• Lived in 43 Roscommon St. Liverpool
• With mum and dad
• 8 brothers and sisters
• Father was a shoemaker
• Left school at 14, worked as assistant 

to his father



THIS ENVIRONMENT STUDY: 
IS ALL ABOUT ASKING QUESTIONS

Types of questions you could ask in this study:

What kinds 
of wounds 
did soldiers 
suffer from?

Did surgical
techniques 
improve 
during 
WWI?

How were
the injured 
moved to 
hospitals?

Did more 
soldiers 

suffer from 
illnesses than 

wounds?

Where did 
Arthur fight? 
What were 
conditions 

like?

How would 
his wounds 
have been 
treated?

How would 
he have been 
moved from 
the fighting

to a hospital?

Would he 
have been 
well cared 

for?
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REMINDER: WHERE 
COULD WE GET OUR 

ANSWERS FROM?

Photographs (L)
National 
Newspapers (N)

Personal accounts (diaries, 
poetry, medical treatments 
drs/nurses etc) (L)

National Army 
Records (N)
& Statistics (L)

Government reports into 
aspects of the war (N)

Medical articles 
from nurses who 
were there (N)

(L)

(N)ational
(L)ocal



We need to be evaluating:

• What kinds of sources help us investigate 
medicine on the Western Front

• Which sources are most useful for 
investigating individual aspects of medicine 
and for answering a specific question

How this table will work:

1) After each unit of this course, we’ll identify the 
sources we have used

2) Column 1 will identify if it was a Local or 
National source

3) Column 2 what the source is with a brief 
description

4) We need to cross reference with other source 
types eg a photograph and diary

L
Photograph 
of an 
operation

No source is useful (or useless) until you have an 
enquiry question. Their usefulness depends on what 
question you are trying to answer eg:
• One source may be very useful for learning about 

surgical techniques, but useless if you’re trying to 
find out how many soldiers died



ARTHUR’S SERVICE RECORDS

What can we learn?

OS= Ordinary Seaman AB = Able Seamen 22 June 1917 sent to 4th reserve division

25 June 1917 assigned 
to Royal Navy 
Volunteer Reserve 
(RNVR) part of the 
Royal Navy Division 
(RND)

18 October 1917 
Joined Nelson 
Battalion of the 
RND (B.E.F)

5 April 1918 transferred to 
Anson Battalion of RND

Enlisted 
December 1916

DOB is incorrect, he was 
born in 1896



You have copies of Arthur’s service records:

1) How many hospitals did Arthur go to (code is GH)
2) What can you learn happened on:

a) 7 June 1918
b) 29 August 1918
c) 19 May 19191

3) List three things you learn from this document about 
Arthur’s experiences and identify which part of the 
document you have used

4) What questions might this document be useful for? 
Explain why it would be useful

5) Complete the first row of your table (Column 2 “Service 
Record for Arthur Mansley”)
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SO… HOW ARE YOU FEELING NOW ABOUT THIS ENQUIRY...

What do we now know from just a couple 
of sources:

• Arthur fought in WWI
• He was gassed and had a leg amputated
• His Service Record shows he spent time in 

several French hospitals
• Much of the fighting was done in trenches, it 

was a new different type of war
• There were high casualty rates
• Medicine was changing rapidly in the late 19th

Century and early 20th Century
• Surgery was revolutionised by the use of 

anaesthetics and antiseptics
• Blood loss was still a major problem

What might we now want to find out?

• What kind of conditions did Arthur fight in?
• What kinds of treatment would have received for 

his wounds?
• Who would have treated him?
• Were his wounds (and any illnesses) typical of those 

suffered by soldiers or unique / rare?
• Did the war change and improve medicine in any 

way? For example did they solve the problem of 
blood loss?

• We’ll be flexible as we go in case of any unexpected 
information or questions that crop up…

Let’s now enter World War I and find out…


